
BALLYMAHON  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held in the Ballymahon Community Library on Thursday, 26th September 2019 at 4.00 p.m.
CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Pat O’Toole.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell, 

Colm Murray and Paul Ross.  
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer





Mr. P.J. Gill,  Executive Engineer. 




Ms. Christine Collins, Broadband Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne. Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor G. Farrell, the Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 25th July 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.
 None.
BROADBAND CONNECTION POINTS.
Christine Collins briefed the members regarding the The National Broadband Plan (NBP) which is the Government's plan to deliver high speed broadband services to all businesses, farms and households in Ireland. It will ensure that everyone in Ireland will have equal access to a high speed broadband.
As part of the prioritisation strategy for the rollout of the National Broadband Plan (NBP), the Minister set out  to provide local communities with focal points where they can have access to high speed broadband in each county in year one of the NBP rollout process. These focal points are known as “Broadband Connection Points” (BCPs) and will involve a small number of High Speed Broadband Connection points being made available in year one of the rollout to a set number of locations in the County. Local Communities will then be able to take advantage of WIFI and other facilities as they wish from these locations.

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) engaged in an extensive consultation process with each local authority to identify suitable locations within their functional area to act as Broadband Connection Points (BCPs).  Twelve was the max number of locations per Local Authority.  

One of the main criteria was that the Broadband Connection Point had to be located in the amber area of the National Broadband Plan (amber area is an area where HSB is not currently available to homeowners or businesses).

Twelve BCP’s were identified in Longford and approved by the department as follows:

Four - Granard Municipal District 

Two – Longford Municipal Municipal District

Six – Ballymahon Municipal District.

Christine stated that the capital infrastructure /hardware will be funded by the Department of Community & Rural Development  -  75% of the retail connection will be funded by the DRCD.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Casey seconded by Councillor G. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed that Ballymahon Municipal District allocate the remaining 25% per annum i.e. €900.00 from the Ballymahon MD General Municipal Allocation. 

MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
Councillor C. Murray requested a progress report on the footpath project in the identified Longford County Council Housing Estates with an indication of when works will commence.

STANDING ORDERS.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Standing Orders, as circulated.
2019 COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME.
Applications received under the Community Grant Support Scheme 2019 were considered, 

in detail, and agreed by the members  - as per attached appendix.
2018 COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME.
Funding to be reallocated to 2020 Scheme if not drawn down by the date of the next Ballymahon MD Meeting.
ROADS AT LYNEEN, KILLASHEE.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Farrell seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously agreed to declare roads at Lyneen, Killashee to be Public Roads  - as circulated.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Ballymahon Infrastructural Plan.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor M. Cahill –

“I call on Longford County Council to prepare a Part 8 planning application from the end of the Ballymahon Infrastructural Plan at the Dean Egan Library/Bridgeways Family Resource Centre to extend out to the Royal Canal at Longford Bridge.
Under the Part 8 a number of long standing issues could be addressed, including the provision of bus parking bays, upgrading of the existing pedestrian crossing, extending the proposed cycle track way under the plan to St. Matthew's School and then onto the Royal Canal to include street lighting.”

It was agreed that this request will be considered.  At the moment in Ballymahon, there are two Part 8 Plans that are progressing through the different stages of design to tendering.  A third Part 8 would be beneficial to have in place if funding became available in the future.

St. Mel’s National School, Ardagh.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor C. Murray  –

“That Longford County Council applies for a Low Cost Safety Scheme  to install traffic calming measures and a pedestrian crossing at St Mel’s National School Ardagh to allow children to cross the road safely.”
The members were informed that the Road Design Section will assess the location and, if considered suitable, will add it to the list for future Low Cost Safety Scheme applications.
The members requested that the School crossing and railings be reviewed. 

Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that consideration should be given to the provision of a School Warden service at St. Mel’s National School.

Funding for this initiative will have to be considered as part of the Budgetary process for 2020. 
Road at Furze, Legan.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor M. Cahill   –

“That the turn at Furze, Legan be widened in the interest of public safety.”
The members were informed that the Road Design Section will assess the location and, if considered suitable, will add it to the list for future Low Cost Safety Scheme applications.

Councillor P. Ross confirmed that the landowner is willing to remove the hedge/ditch. 

Cycle Racks.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor M. Cahill –

“That Cycle Racks be provided for on the Main Street of Ballymahon as part of the Main Street Regeneration.”
The members were informed that the inclusion of Cycle Racks will be considered  as part of the Ballymahon Infrastructural Plan and Street Design with strategic locations identified in the town. 
CORRESPONDENCE – circulated.
Correspondence dated 20th August 2019 received from the Office of the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport regarding funding for footpath repairs was noted.
President of the AILG

The Members extended congratulations to Councillor Mick Cahill on being elected to the position of President of the AILG. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: __________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the 
9th December 2019.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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